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which is the Ministry responsible for archives and 
records management in Botswana through BNARS. In 
his speech, the Assistant Minister cautioned that 
today’s archivists are challenged more than 
yesteryear’s professionals because of the fluid 
communications space. He also highlighted that 
BNARS was implementing the National Archives and 

the public sector records management process, efficiency 
and provide archives services the RIAB representative 
underscored the importance of archives and the need to 
preserve the digital heritage that is increasingly generated 
in the 21st Century. The Deputy Dean from the Faculty of 
Humanities, University of Botswana, Dr Peter Sebina in 
his speech, spoke about skills and training of the archivist 
and records manager of the 21st century. He informed the 
attendants that in response to the need for acknowledge 
based economy, the Department of Library and Informa-
tion has a new programme, the Bachelor of Information 
and Knowledge Management. He encouraged interested 
parties to enrol for the new programme to be relevant for 

the market. As a way to mark the day, the Assistant Minis-
ter launched collections of archives acquired by BNARS in 
the year 2018-2019. He indicated that during the year 
under review, BNARS managed to acquire more than 30 
archival collections from various sources in and around 
the Francistown area which will be open for public access 
for the first time. In the same, breath, the Minister thanked 
Private Archive’s donors, researchers and the media for 
great support they have and continue to render to BNARS 
in carrying out its mandate.  
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parties to enrol for the new programme to be relevant for 

the market. As a way to mark the day, the Assistant Minis-
ter launched collections of archives acquired by BNARS in 
the year 2018-2019. He indicated that during the year 
under review, BNARS managed to acquire more than 30 
archival collections from various sources in and around 
the Francistown area which will be open for public access 
for the first time. In the same, breath, the Minister thanked 
Private Archive’s donors, researchers and the media for 
great support they have and continue to render to BNARS 
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Dr. Segomotso M. KeakopaProf. Mpho Ngoepe

Editor’s Note

Welcome to the Special Issue 28 of the ESARBICA  Newsletter as we celebrate the International 
Archives Day. The issue starts with remarks from the President of ESARBICA  Dr Paul Lihoma, who 
is also Director of the National Archives of Malawi. This will be the last statement from the current 
president as he will be handling over to a new president at the end of the 25th ESARBICA confer-
ence hosted by Botswana. The issue covers celebrations of the  International  Archives Day from 
some  members in the region who managed to submit their articles. Among the contributions are 
articles by Mr Godfrey Pitje and Mr Donald Rakemane on the opening of new Gauteng Repository 
and  also a reflection to Prof Mpho Ngoepe’s question on whether “archives and records manage-
ment in South Africa are cursed? Thank you so much for submitting the stories that bring life in the 
ESARBICA Newsletter.”

Please once again keep those interesting stories flowing in. We take this opportunity to also thank 
outgoing ESARBICA President for his tireless contribution.

Enjoy the pictures of the International Archives Day across the region. 

ESARBICA
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I am delighted to welcome all of you our esteemed read-
ers to the special edition of the ESARBICA Newsletter. 
This edition is special in at least two ways. While the 
mood within the archival fraternity world-wide is still fresh 
in celebrating the International Archives Day, this edition 
highlights exciting activities, which some of our members 
have undertaken to mark       celebrations of the Interna-
tional Archives Week. Also, as our branch celebrates its 
Golden Jubilee in
Gaborone, Botswana on 9-13 September this year, we 
thought of coming up with this edition in order to extend 
a warm invitation to as many people as possible to come 

to beautiful Gaborone and join us in our grand celebra-
tion of 25 years of spearheading good records manage-
ment, promoting archival preservation and access, archi-
val training and development and fostering greater 
collaboration in our region.
I am profoundly proud of our vibrant Editorial Team for 
initiating and working tirelessly to publish this special 
edition.
Enjoy this special edition of the ESARBICA Newsletter

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS       
DR PAUL LIHOMA
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records management in Botswana through BNARS. In 
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today’s archivists are challenged more than 
yesteryear’s professionals because of the fluid 
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under review, BNARS managed to acquire more than 30 
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International Archives 
Day celebrations in 

 2019 

Botswana

Hon, Assistant Minister of Youth Sports and Culture Development
Dikgang Phillip Makgalemele

The event was officially opened by the Assistant Minis-
ter of Youth Empowerment, Sport and Culture Develop-
ment, Honourable Phillip Dikgang Makgalemele archi-
vists, records managers as well as the general public to 

which is the Ministry responsible for archives and 
records management in Botswana through BNARS. In 
his speech, the Assistant Minister cautioned that 
today’s archivists are challenged more than 
yesteryear’s professionals because of the fluid 
communications space. He also highlighted that 
BNARS was implementing the National Archives and 

Dr Peter Sebina (University of Botswana)

the public sector records management process, efficiency 
and provide archives services the RIAB representative 
underscored the importance of archives and the need to 
preserve the digital heritage that is increasingly generated 
in the 21st Century. The Deputy Dean from the Faculty of 
Humanities, University of Botswana, Dr Peter Sebina in 
his speech, spoke about skills and training of the archivist 
and records manager of the 21st century. He informed the 
attendants that in response to the need for acknowledge 
based economy, the Department of Library and Informa-
tion has a new programme, the Bachelor of Information 
and Knowledge Management. He encouraged interested 
parties to enrol for the new programme to be relevant for 

the market. As a way to mark the day, the Assistant Minis-
ter launched collections of archives acquired by BNARS in 
the year 2018-2019. He indicated that during the year 
under review, BNARS managed to acquire more than 30 
archival collections from various sources in and around 
the Francistown area which will be open for public access 
for the first time. In the same, breath, the Minister thanked 
Private Archive’s donors, researchers and the media for 
great support they have and continue to render to BNARS 
in carrying out its mandate.  

By Dr. Tshepho Mosweu- Lecturer Department of Library and Information Studies University of Botswana
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Like all the archives community across the world, 
the Botswana National Archives and Records Ser-
vices (BNARS) celebrated the 2019 International 
Archives Day this June at Francistown Records 
Centre under the theme “Designing Archives in the 
21st Century”. This theme as assigned by the 
International Council on Archives is a wakeup call 
for archivists and records managers to move with 
a times.            

Manager’s to move with the times as the digital age 
profession. The International archives day is 
celebrated across the world by archival institu-
tions and professional associations in the field in 
order to publicise archives and raise awareness of 
the archives profession. As a result, BNARS 
invited government officials and stakeholders to 
celebrate the day.
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which is the Ministry responsible for archives and 
records management in Botswana through BNARS. In 
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today’s archivists are challenged more than 
yesteryear’s professionals because of the fluid 
communications space. He also highlighted that 
BNARS was implementing the National Archives and 
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and provide archives services the RIAB representative 
underscored the importance of archives and the need to 
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his speech, spoke about skills and training of the archivist 
and records manager of the 21st century. He informed the 
attendants that in response to the need for acknowledge 
based economy, the Department of Library and Informa-
tion has a new programme, the Bachelor of Information 
and Knowledge Management. He encouraged interested 
parties to enrol for the new programme to be relevant for 

the market. As a way to mark the day, the Assistant Minis-
ter launched collections of archives acquired by BNARS in 
the year 2018-2019. He indicated that during the year 
under review, BNARS managed to acquire more than 30 
archival collections from various sources in and around 
the Francistown area which will be open for public access 
for the first time. In the same, breath, the Minister thanked 
Private Archive’s donors, researchers and the media for 
great support they have and continue to render to BNARS 
in carrying out its mandate.  

Director of National Archives Mr Choto (centre) Professor Mnjama
(right) University of Botswana

Dr Sebina (left), Dr A Mutshwa (right) 
Dr T Mosweu (center) University of Botswana    
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Celebrates International
South Africa
Archives Week Date   : 04 June 2019

Media Statement

The Department of Sport, Arts and Culture’s National 
Archives and Records Service of South Africa (NARSSA) 
joins the international archives community during the inter-
national Archives Week  from June 3- 9 2019, #IAW2019. 
The theme of this year’s campaign is “Designing the 
Archives in the 21stCentury”.Designing the Archive is about 
putting people at the centre of what we do. The campaign 
theme will focus on how in the 21st Century our profession 
-data and information managers, records managers and 
archivists - can provides opportunities for human-centred 
design approaches to ensure we deliver benefits to citizens, 
customers, stakeholders and communities. The week long 
campaign will culminate into 

the International Archives Day on the 09 June 2019. 

During the International Congress of Archives in Vienna in 
2004, the 2000 participants adopted a resolution calling on 
the United Nations to create an International Archives Day. 
At its General Assembly in November 2007, the ICA formal-
ized the International Archives Day on June 9. This date was 
obvious: on the 9th of June 1948 the International 

Archives constitute a cultural heritage and a leading source 
of information. The archival heritage is an important 
testimony to the economic, political, social and cultural 
development of mankind. "Everyone keeps archives, in a 
private or professional setting. Through this universal day, 
we wish to democratize the professiarchivist and improve 
the perception of the general public regarding the notion of 
archive" David Leitch, Secretary General of the ICA. The 
Department of Sport, Arts and Culture’s National Archives 
and Records Service of South Africa (NARSSA) will partici-
pate on the International Archives Week by visit the 
Tembisa Old Age Home in Tembisa Township, Ekurhuleni in 
Gauteng. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------
The 2019 International Archives Week takes place during 
Youth Month in South Africa which is informed by the 1976 
June 16 students uprising in Soweto and various Townships 
in South Africa, and 40 Years after the death of Solomon 
Mahlangu and Umkhonto Wesizwe Operatives. During the 
visit at Tembisa Old Age Home the National Archives and 
Records Services of South Africa will screen Kalushi the 
Movie on Solomon Mahlangu.  Solomon Kalushi Mahlangu 
was hanged on the 6th of April 1979 and refused to be 
hanged with his hands handcuffed. Solomon Mahlangu’s last 
words before his death: “My blood will nourish the tree that 
will bear the fruits of freedom. Tell my people that I love them. 

‘‘They must continue the fight.”
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which is the Ministry responsible for archives and 
records management in Botswana through BNARS. In 
his speech, the Assistant Minister cautioned that 
today’s archivists are challenged more than 
yesteryear’s professionals because of the fluid 
communications space. He also highlighted that 
BNARS was implementing the National Archives and 

the public sector records management process, efficiency 
and provide archives services the RIAB representative 
underscored the importance of archives and the need to 
preserve the digital heritage that is increasingly generated 
in the 21st Century. The Deputy Dean from the Faculty of 
Humanities, University of Botswana, Dr Peter Sebina in 
his speech, spoke about skills and training of the archivist 
and records manager of the 21st century. He informed the 
attendants that in response to the need for acknowledge 
based economy, the Department of Library and Informa-
tion has a new programme, the Bachelor of Information 
and Knowledge Management. He encouraged interested 
parties to enrol for the new programme to be relevant for 

the market. As a way to mark the day, the Assistant Minis-
ter launched collections of archives acquired by BNARS in 
the year 2018-2019. He indicated that during the year 
under review, BNARS managed to acquire more than 30 
archival collections from various sources in and around 
the Francistown area which will be open for public access 
for the first time. In the same, breath, the Minister thanked 
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great support they have and continue to render to BNARS 
in carrying out its mandate.  

Council on Archives was created under the auspices of UNESCO. This choice was immediately approved and adopted by the archives 
community as a whole. Since its creation in 2008, the International Archives Day aims to raise awareness among the public, of the importance 
of archives. Archives are the memory of nations and societies; they provide the foundation for their identities and are a key element of the 
information society. 
 

GAUTENG ARCHIVES
RESPOSITORY KEY FOR PRESERVATION
AND RECORDING CRUCIAK SOCIAL MEMORY
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By Godfrey Pitje
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COMMUNITY ARCHIVES LAUNCH

Compiled by Chipo Mabovo of National Archives of Zimbabwe

Zimbabwe
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MOZAMBIQUE

Dr Segomotso Keakopa 
with guest of honour, Permanent 
Secretary in Ministry of State
Adminisration and Public Service,
Prof Olando Antonio Quilambo.

Prof Joel da Neves Tembe, 
University of Eduardo Mondlane

Participants in attendance

Celebrating the International 
Archives Day in Maputo.

Dr Segomotso Keakopa . Giving a key note address at International Archives celebration in Mozambique
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MOZAMBIQUE
By Renato Augusto Pereira

Due to the challenges brought by the use of Information 
and Communication technologies within the Mozambique 
Public Sector, the Central State Department of Records 
Management (CEDIMO) and the Mozambique Historical 
Archives (MHA) invited Dr Sogomotso Keakopa from the 
University of Botswana on working visits for celebrating the 
International Archives Day. The event was held from 10th 
to 14th June 2019. It started with a day of deliberations to 
celebrate the International Archives Day and ended on the 
14th with training on electronic records management. Mr. 
Pereira from the MHA translated the sessions from the 
English to Portuguese and from Portuguese to English 
throughout the training for approximately, 70 delegates 
only from the city of Maputo. Due to limitations of the fund-
ing, professionals from other ten provinces and districts 
across the country did not attend the training. Almost 
during three working days, archivists, records managers 
from the Mozambique Public Sector and students of archi-
val and records management studies from the School of 
Communication and Arts of Eduardo Mondlane University 
attended the training that created an opportunity for 
exchanging ideas on the development of archives and 
records management practices in Mozambique and 
ESARBICA region with an insight of specific requirements 
provided by the international standards. 
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REFLECTION TO PROFESSOR MPHO .NGOEPE’S QUESTION:
“IS ARCHIVES AND RECORDS MANAGEMENT IN SOUTH AFRICA CURSED”

A CLOSE LOOK AT BOTSWANA
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